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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Banbury. 


^Ik.  Mayor  anu  Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  lionour  to  suUmit  iiiv  Animal  Hox>ort  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borouyli  for  the  year  1937. 

The  Keport  is  prepared  in  aceordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Circular  1650,  issued  by  the  Alinistry  of  Health  on  the 
4th  October,  1937. 

I>r.  A.  T.  .John  s was  Metlical  Officer  of  Health  until  his 
retirement  on  the  27th  September,  1937,  when  he  relimutislied  office 
after  2.5  years’  service,  and  I would  like  to  take  tlie  opportunity  of 
expressing  my  appreciation  of  his  many  years  of  valuable  work  as 
Aledical  Officer  of  Health  of  ihe  Rorough,  and  extending  to  him  the 
best  wishes  of  all  members  of  the  Staff  on  his  retirement. 

I also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Staff;  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Clerks,  whose  zeal  and  untiring  energies  are  so  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Health  Department. 

I am.  Air.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  CAMPBELL 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June,  1938. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres) — 5,051. 

Population  (Census  1931)  — 13,953.  Estimated  1937 — 15,190  (R.G.). 


Census  1931 

Estimated  1937 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ... 

3,502 

4,217 

Number  of  dwellings  vacant  

107 

37 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  

3,669 

4.2A1 

Averaf'e  iiuudjei-  of  persons  per  lioose — 3.6. 

Rateable  Value — £93,725.  Product  of  Penny  Rate— £365. 


Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Tlie  Number  of  Persons  lunployed  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year,  1937,  showed  an  increase  on  the  figures  of  the  previous  year,  the 
extent  of  unemployment  in  the  Local  Eiuiiloyinent  Committee  Area  at 
the  31st  December,  19.37,  being  3.5%  of  the  number  of  insured  workers. 
The  chief  industries  in  order  of  importance  may  be  classifii'd  as 
follows  ; 

fl)  Aluminium  V'orkers. 

(2)  Distributive  Trades. 

(3)  Building  Trades. 

(4)  Agricultural  Workers. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

J.iVE  Births  Legitimate  .. 

229 

113 

116 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  popula- 

Illegitimate 

12 

6 

6 

tion — 15.86. 

Total  

....241 

119 

122 

Stiilbirths  T.egitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  Births— 20.41. 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

5 

2 

3 

— 

■ — 

— 

Death  Rate  per  l.fKXl  of 

De.iths  

94 

101 

the  estimated  resident 

— 

- — 

— 

popu  la  tion — 12 . 84 . 

Local  adjusted  Death  Rate— 11,56  (ctouaparabiUty  faoior— 0,90b 
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DEATiIS  feom  Pueefeeal  Cafses: — NoFiF. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Yfar  of  Age. 

No.  Rate. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  8 33.20 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  6 26.20 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  2 166.66 


Deaths  FROAr  Sfeciae  Causes. 

.M.  F.  Total. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  9 17  26 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  2 1 3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Congh  (all  ages)  1 . — ] 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  — ■ — — 


VITAL  STATISTICS  1919—1937. 


Year 

Popula- 

tion 

Births 

Deatlis 

Deaths  under  1 
year  ))er  1.000 
live  births. 

1 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

1919 

13,991 

213 

15.22 

176 

13.10 

15 

70.42 

1920 

13,965 

336 

24.06 

171 

12.24 

17 

50.. 59 

1921 

13,390 

291 

21.73 

175 

13.06 

18 

61.85 

1922 

13,520 

256 

18.93 

181 

13.60 

11 

42.96 

1923 

13,630 

239 

17.53 

184 

13.49  , 

10 

41.83 

1924 

13,720 

226 

16.47 

152 

11.07 

9 

39.82 

1925 

13,760 

217 

15.77 

157 

11.40 

15 

69.12 

1926 

13,890 

226 

16.27 

142 

10.22 

9 

39.82 

1927 

13,710 

195 

14.22 

182 

13.27 

8 

41.02 

1928 

13,160 

210 

14.96 

145 

11.01 

33.33 

1929 

13,340 

207 

15.51 

206 

15.44 

9 

43.47 

1930 

13,340 

189 

14.17 

164 

12.29 

4 

21.16 

1931 

13,930 

184 

13.21 

166 

11.90 

8 

43.47 

1932 

13,950 

198 

14.19 

170 

12.18 

7 

35.35 

1933 

14.520 

196 

13.49 

182 

12.53 

11 

.56.12 

1934 

14,510 

187 

12.86 

187 

12.86 

o 

26.74 

1935 

14.430 

209 

14.48 

148 

10.26 

8 

38.28 

1936 

14.740 

211 

14.31 

178 

12.08 

11 

52.13 

1937 

15,190 

241 

15.86 

195 

12.84 

8 

33.20 

11 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH, 


Males 

. Females. 

Tot  a 

2 Measles  

2 

...  1 

3 

4 Whooping  Cough  

1 

...  — 

1 

6 Influenza  

4 

...  3 

7 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  ...  1 

...  — 

1 

10  Other  Tuberculosis  

2 

...  1 

3 

13  Cancer  

9 

...  17 

26 

14  Diabetes  

— 

2 

2 

1.5  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

10 

...  4 

14 

16  Heart  Disease 

18 

22 

40 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

...  4 

5 

19  Bronchitis  

7 

...  4 

11 

20  Pneumonia  (all  foi'ins)  ... 

8 

...  10 

18 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

...  2 

3 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

...  1 

2 

24  Appe  ndicitis  

1 

...  1 

2 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

...  — 

1 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases 

2 

...  — 

2 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

...  1 

2 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  2 

5 

4 

31  Congenital  debility,  ]>remature  birtli, 

Ac 2 

...  3 

5 

32  Senility  

6 

...  9 

15 

33  Suicide  

2 

...  — 

2 

34  Other  Violence  

6 

...  — 

6 

35  Other  defined  diseases  ... 

6 

...  11 

17 

Totals  ...  94 

...  101 

195 

Causes  of  Death  under  One  Year. 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Dirtli,  «S:c 5 

Marasmus  and  Bronehitis  1 

Cardiac  Failure,  Bronclio  Pneumonia  and  Measles  ...  1 

Asphyxia  due  to  Status  Dyinphatieus  1 


Total  ... 
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12 


Ages  at  which  Death  Occurred. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 year 

5 ... 

3 ... 

>5 

1 and  under  2 years  .. 

2 

2 ... 

4 

2 and  under  5 years  .. 

...  3 ... 

1 ... 

4 

5 and  under  15  years  .. 

3 ... 

2 ... 

5 

15  and  under  25  years 

...  5 ... 

— ... 

5 

25  and  under  45  years 

...  i 

'7 

14 

45  and  under  65  years  ... 

... 

...  21  ... 

26  ... 

47 

Ineluding : — 

y\. 

F. 

Total. 

65  and  under  70  

...  u 

10 

21 

70  and  under  75  

...  11 

11 

22 

75  and  under  80  

...  15 

15 

30 

80  and  under  85  

5 

18 

23 

85  and  under  90  

...  6 

") 

8 

90  and  upwards  

...  — 

4 

4 

48  ... 

60  ... 

108 

Totals 

...  94  ... 

101  ... 

19.'f 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


1.  Administrative  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A complete  list  of  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 


2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  examina- 
tion or  analysis  of  clinical  material,  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs. 


3.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  l.wEcnous  Diseases  Amuul..\xce. 

A “ Morris  ” Motor  Ambulaiice  is  proi  idi'd  for  the  conveyance 
of  patients  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  and  the  work  of  removal  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  Ambulance  is  also  used  for  the  conveyiuice 
of  infectious  cases  from  the  Ranbury  Rural  District  to  the  Borough 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  total  numbc'r  of  patients  conveyed  by  the  vehicle  during 
the  year  1937  was  31,  including  25  Borough  Patients  and  6 from  the 
Rural  District. 

(b)  Nox-Inebctioits  Ajibula.s'ce. 

The  Brigade  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  deals  with  non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  It  consists  of 
56  Officers  and  Men  who  liave  all  satisfied  the  examiners  as  to  their 
ability  to  render  First  Aid.  The  Brigade  is  provided  with  a properly' 
equipped  “ Austin  ’’  Motor  Ambulance. 


During  the  year  1937,  the  following  cases  were  dealt  with:  — 

No.  Mileage. 

Number  of  Road  Accident  Cases  95  082 

Number  of  patients  removed  to  hospital  (all 
cases  of  illness  ordered  for  removal  by 

doctors)  ^ 431  6,313 

Number  of  I'irst-Aid  cases  treated  in  various 

places  in  town  and  district  118  

Totals  644  6,995 
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The  Banbury  Nursing  Division  of  the  Hrigacle,  consisting  of  ^^7 
Officers  and  Ambulance  Sisters,  made  268  attendances  witli  the  ambu- 
lance for  removal  of  female  patients,  and  made  4o2  hours’  attendance 
at  the  Horton  General  Hospital. 

Two  men  and  orie  nurse  are  on  the  rota  for  duty  with  the 
ambulance  niglit  and  day,  and  members  attend  football  matches,  fetes, 
shows  and  other  public  functions  at  which  their  assistance  is  likely 
to  l>e  requii'ed. 

The  services  of  the  Brigade  are  appreciated  by  all  concerned  and 
I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  add  bow  much  I value  their 
excellent  work  in  the  town. 

Two  members  of  the  Men’s  Division  have  qualified  as  Grade  1 
Instructors,  three  as  Grade  2 Instructors  and  eight  members  have 
qualified  for  certificates  under  Air  llaid  Precautions. 


4.  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  arrangements  are  in  operation  for  general  nursing  in  the 
home,  but  the  nurse  in  charge  of  Die  Borough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  is  required  to  visit  the  liomcs  of  persons  suffering  from  .in 
infectious  disease  wlien  her  assistance  is  lequired  and  when  the  hospital 
is  devoid  of  patients. 


5.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  VEtiiniKAi.  Dise.vse. — Under  Oxfordshire  Coipity  Council. 

Clinic — Badcliffe  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Male.s — M’ednesdays  at  6 p.m.  and  Saturdays  at  3 p.m. 

Females — Mondays  at  6 p.m.  and  Wednesdays  at  3 p.m. 

(b)  Child  IVelfawe  Clinic. 

Clinic — Warwick  Road,  Baiibuiy. 

Health  Visitors  attend  daily  from  9-10  a.m.,  and  Tuesday  from 
2.45  - 4 p.m. 

Medical  Officer  attends  Tuesdays,  from  2.45  to  4 p.m. 

(c)  School  Clinic. 

Clinic — W'arwick  Road,  Banbury. 

Health  Visitors  attend  daily  from  9 to  10  a.m.  and  Tuesdays  from 
2 p.m.  to  2.45  p.m. 

Medical  Officer  attends  on  Tuesdays  from  2 p.m.  to  2.45  p.m. 
and  Fridays  from  9 a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
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(d)  Ante-Natai,  Clinic. 

Clinic — Warwick  Road,  Hanbury. 

Held  on  the  first  and  thii’d  ll'ednesdays  in  each  month  at  2.30  p.in. 
Attended  by  i)r.  Mary  Frazer. 

(e)  Tubeuculosis. — Under  Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

Clinic — Horton  Ceneral  Hospital,  JJanbury. 

Held  o.n  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays  in  each  month  at  1 p.m. 

(f)  OitTHOPAEuic  Clinic. 

Clinic — Horton  General  Hospital,  Ijaiibui-y. 

Held  each  Thursday  at  1 p.m. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  REPORT. 

Number  of  Births  notified  223 

The  Child  Welfare  Clijiic  is  held  on  'I'uesdays  from  2.45  to  4 p.m. 
aiul  one  Health  Visitor  attends  each  week  assisted  l)y  voluntary 


WDrkers. 

Number  of  babies  attending  during  1937  165 

Number  of  attendances  1,346 

Number  under  one  year  of  age  seen  by  Medical  Officer  ...  87 

Number  of  attendances  230 

Number  agi'd  1 to  5 years  seen  by  Medical  Officer  70 

Number  of  attendances  228 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Number  of  cases  seen  during  1937  66 

Number  of  attendances  182 


6.  Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

TTio  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  provides  accommoda- 
tion for  12  patients  (including  two  small  observation  wards).  A full 
time  nurse  resides  on  the  premises  apd  additional  nurses  are  obtained 
as  required.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Borough  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  to  receive  infectious  cases  from  the  Banbury  Rural 
District,  and  the  Borough  Council  have  arranged  to  send  any  small 
pox  cases  to  the  Hospital  of  the  South  Chilterus  .Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital  Board  at  Pisliill,  Oxfordshire. 


Particulars  of  cases  admitted  to  tlie  hospital  during  1937  are 
given  in  the  following  Table : — 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

i 

i Enteric 

Septic 

Throats 

Pneumonia 
Measles  & T.B. 

Total 

Number  of  Patients 
in  Hospital  at 

11 '37  

Banbury  Borough 

1 

1 

Banbury  R.D.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Number  admitted 
during  1937 : — 
From 

Banbury  Borough 

12 

5 

5 

3 

25 

1'  rom 

Banbury  R.D.  ... 

6 

_ 

n 

20 

5 

1 

5 

3 

34 

Number  discharged 
during  1937 : — 
Banbury  Borough 

12 

5 

3 

25 

Banbury  R.D.  ... 

7 

- 

1 

— 1 

8 

Number  of  Patients 
in  Hospital  at 
31/12/37  

1 

_ 

1 

(Banburj'  Borough) 

'I’wo  deaths  occurred  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  both  from 
measles  and  pneumonia,  occurring  8 days  and  4 days  respectively  after 
admission. 
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Number  of  Days  the  Patients  were  Tlesklent  in  the  Hospital  for 
eacli  Disease. 


Banbury  Borough. 

Banbury  Rural  Council 

Disease 

•4-1  — 

O 3; 
• 

O 

!?;  Oh 

Total 

Days 

Average  per 
Patient 

No.  of 
Patients 

Total 

Days 

Average  per 
Patient. 

Scarlet  Fever  

1-2 

486 

40  5 

7 

285 

40.7 

Diphtheria  

5 

100 

20.0 

— 

— 



Enteric  

_ 



1 

23 

23.0 

Haemolytic  Strept : 
Throats  

5 

113 

22.6 

Pneumonia,  Measles 
& Tuberculosis  .. 

3 

38 

12.6 

... 

- 

— 

Totals  ... 

25 

737 

8 

308 

— 

(b)  Voluntary  Hospital. 

The  Horton  General  Hospital  is  organised  to  eo\’er  geographically 
the  town  of  Banbury  and  certain  parts  of  Oxfordsliire,  Northampton- 
shire and  Warwickshire,  all  within  a teii-mile  radius,  with  au 
approximate  population  of  42,000  iidiabitants. 

It  is  a voluntary  hospital  of  60  IhhI  capacity  mainly  suppoi'ted 
by  voluntary  contributions  from  the  residents  of  the  area  and  aug- 
mented by  a Contributory  Scheme  under  the  title  of  the  Banbni-y  and 
District  Workpeople’s  Hos])ital  Association. 

The  hospital  comprises  AVards  for  Men,  AA'omen  and  Children,  each 
with  a A’ita-Gluss  A'erandah ; four  Private  AVards ; and  eight  beds  are 
provided  (six  in  huts  and  two  on  verandahs)  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis. 

The  Special  Departments  include  Casualty,  Fracture  Clinic, 
Orthopaedic  Clinic,  X-Ray,  Dental,  Ophthalmic,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat, 
Electro-Therapeutic  and  Fltra-Abo'.et  Jaght. 

Facilities  are  also  provided  for  the  Oxfordshire  County  Council 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  Examination 
Centre  for  National  Health  Insurance  purposes. 

The  number  of  In-Patients  treated  during  the  year  was  986  as 
against  1,010  in  the  year  ]9d6,  a reduction  of  24. 

The  number  of  injury  and  accident  cases  treated  was  215. 
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7.  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  Countj’  Council. 

There  are  five  midwives  practising  in  the  town,  two  are  emplo3'ed 
l)y  the  Nursing  Association  and  three  are  in  private  practice.  No 
arrangements  are  made  by  this  Authority  for  the  employment  of,  or 
for  subsidising,  midwives. 


8.  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  children. 

There  is  no  s|)0<ial  institution  in  the  town  for  mothers  or 
children,  but  where  necessary  thej-  are  admitted  to  the  Public  Assist- 
ance Institution. 


9.  Health  Visitors. 

Tliere  are,  at  ])resent,  two  Health  Visitors,  both  of  whom  in 
addition  act  as  School  Nurses.  Owing  to  the  inci‘<'ase  in  the  amomit 
of  work,  the  Council  has  agreed  to  the  api)ointment  of  an  iidditional 
Health  Visitor,  and  this  has  been  saJictiom>d  bv  the  ^Ministry;  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  appointment  will  be  made  in  19:38. 


10.  Infant  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  Part 
1 of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young 
I’ersons  Acts. 


11.  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

Tho  usual  procedure  has  been  carried  out  as  in  former  years.- 
Thirty-six  cases  received  free  milk  during  the  year;  the  number 
receiving  milk  at  the  end  of  the  ,vcar  being  27. 


12.  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

This  Clinic  is  held  on  Thursdays  at  1 p.m.  at  the  Horton  Cleneral 
Hospital.  The  Surgeon,  lUr.  AV.  Fole.v,  F.P.C'.S.  (Fug),  attcjuls  ou  the 
first  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Children  under  school  age  are  seen  as  well  as  school  children. 


Number  of  Children  5 - 14  years  of  age  21 

Number  of  attendances  101 

Number  of  children  under  ,'5  years  of  age  b") 

Number  of  attendances  76 


Two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  AVingfield  Hospital  during  the 


year. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

The  water  is  taken  from  the  Biver  Cherwell,  and  during  the  year 
under  review,  the  supply  was  constant  and  sufficient.  It  is  treated  both 
by  sand  and  nieclianical  filters,  and  as  an  additional  safeguard  is 
chlorinated.  In  193^5,  additional  means  of  storage  was  accpiired,  and 
arrangements  made  by  which  the  water  could  b(>  released  down  the  river 
in  appropriate  quantities  as  required,  and  in  the  same  year  an  activated 
carbon  ])lant  was  installed  for  use  to  deal  with  the  objectionable  taste, 
odour  and  colour  of  the  water  which  is  experienced  at  intervals  due  to 
flooding,  etc. 

During  the  year  1937.  three  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
chemical  analysis  and  two  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  I give 
below  particulars  of  the  results  of  these  examinations. 


ReIMKTs  ox  THE  Resx  LTS  of  ChEjMIC.VE  Ax.\ey,si.s  of  S.\mpi,f.s  of 
THF,  Town  VVArEis  Supim.y. 


Sample  No.  1 

Sample  No.  2 

Sample  No,  3 

Date  of  taking  Sample 

22.1  37 

14.4  37 

10.11.37 

Premises  from  which  taken  ... 

Wine  Stores, 

33  North  Bar 

United  Dairies 

Marlboro’  Rd. 

Street, 

Ltd.  The 

Banbury 

Banbury. 

Creamerv, 

Banbury. 

(Results  expressed  in  parts  ] 

er  100.000) 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

Trace 

0.000 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.020 

0.012 

0.012 

Cldorine  in  Chlorides 

1.800 

1.800 

2.000 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and 

Nitrites 

0.220 

0.280 

0.220 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  per- 

0.233 

0.090 

0 124 

maiiganate  at  80°F  in 

4 hours 

Total  solids  dried  at  100®C  ... 

30. 000 

30.000 

32.000 

Appearance  

Opalescent 

Bright,  few 

Bl  ight  and 

many  small 

small 

Clear.  Free 

particles. 

particles. 

chlorine 

Metals  absent 

absent. 

r Temporary 

7.200 

9.200 

12.000 

Hardness  < Permanent 

8.400 

9.200 

11.200 

( Total  

15.600 

18.400 

23.200 
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Restjlts  cf  the  Bactehiojlogtcal  Examination  of  Samples  of 
THE  Town  Water  Supply. 


Sample  No.  2 

Sam  pi 

s No.  3 

No.  1 

1 No.  2 

Number  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Agar-Agar 
in  2 days  at  37®C  perc.c. 

1 

15 

8 

Number  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Rebi))el-Agar 
in  2 days  at  37  ®C  perc.c. 

0 

0 

0 

Number  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Agai-Agar  in 
4 da)'s  at  20“C  per  c.c. 

3 

160 

420 

B.Coli  in  100  c.c 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

The  Public  Analyst  was  of  the  o])iiiion  tliat  in  regard  to  the 
chemical  analysis  of  Sample  No.  1,  the  results  showed  that  the  water 
contained  more  fresh  organic  matter  than  usual,  and  a microsco])ical 
examination  of  the  sediment  showed  it  consisted  maiidy  of  small  ])articles 
of  sandy  matter,  and  that  the  main  at  this  point  rc'cpiired  to  be  flushed 
or  that  one  of  the  filters  was  not  working  efficiently.  The  otlier  sam|)les, 
both  clu'inically  and  bacteriologically,  weme  considered  to  be  of  good 
rpiality  and,  subject  to  chlorination,  siife  for  use  as  a public  supiily. 

The  Banbury  Water  Company  in  1937  deemed  it  expedient  that  it 
had  become  necessary,  owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  water  supplies, 
that  the  Comiiany  should  make  certain  additions  and  construct  new 
works,  and  to  this  end  an  Act  of  Parliament  entitled,  “Banbury  Water- 
works Act,  1937,”  received  the  Ro5ml  Assent  on  the  20th  July,  1937. 
By  this  Act  the  Company  is  cmiiowered  to  construct  new  works  com- 
prising a weir  intake  and  overflow  in  the  parishes  of  Bodicote  and  Blox- 
ham  across  Sor  Brook  near  Bodicote  Alill,  and  a pipe  line  from  this  point 
to  a pumping  station  erected  at  Bodicote  and  continued  to  a service 
reservoir  to  be  constructed  in  the  Borough  and  thence  connecteil  to 
certain  of  the  Company’s  existing  mains.  The  work  has  now  been 
commenced. 

i.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  works  of  drainage  or  sewerage  were  carried  out 
during  1937,  but  certain  existing  sewers  were  extended  to  receive  the 
sewage  from  houses  on  new  housing  estates, 
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3.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Board  exercise  general  supervision  over 
the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Borough,  and  the  watercourses  conveying 
stormwater  to  the  river  received  attention  where  necessary  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

4.  Closet  Accommodation. 

Practically  all  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  (except  those  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  where  the  water  carriage  system  is  not  avail- 
able) are  provided  with  water  closets. 

5.  Public  Cleansing. 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Eingineer  and  Surveyor. 

6.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Particulars  of  the  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  are 
set  out  in  the  accompanying  report. 

7.  Shops. 

The  number  of  inspections,  etc.,  to  shops  during  1937  was  410, 
and  in  several  instances  notices,  both  written  and  verbal,  were  served 
on  the  occupiers  of  jiremises  requiring  certain  works  to  be  carried  out 
in  connection  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  relating  to  ventilation, 
temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

8.  Smoke  Abatement. 

Your  Inspectors  dealt  with  sev'eral  cases  of  nuisances  caused  by 
the  emission  of  smoke  from  ehiinneys  by  the  service  of  informal  notices 
and  by  warnings  to  stokers. 

9.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Borough  Swimming  Baths  were  again  opened  from  May  to 
September,  1937,  and  the  water  was  changed  each  week  during  this 
period.  The  water  is  taken  from  the  River  Cherwell  and  is  not  treated 
except  for  the  addition  of  chlorine. 

The  Council  are  contemplating  the  erection  of  new  open-air 
swimming  baths,  fully  equipped  with  filtration  and  aeration  plant, 
dressing  accommodation  and  other  modern  amenities. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  which  is  open  to  the 
public,  and  during  tbe  year  samples  of  water  from  this  private  pool  and 
from  the  Borough  Baths  were  taken,  and  I give  below  the  reports  of  the 
Public  Analyst  on  the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examinations  of  the  samples ; — 
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Results  of  Chemical  Analysis. 


Borough 

Baths 

Private 

Batiis 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

Trace 

0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.016 

0.004 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

2.200 

2.300 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and 
Nitrites 

0, 220 

Trace 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman- 

0.155 

ganate  at  80°F  in  4 lirs. 

0.071 

Total  solids  dried  at  100°C  ... 

40.000 

40.000 

Remarks  

Bright,  few  small 

particles.  Free 

Chlorine  absent. 

Results  of  Bacteriological  Examinahon. 


Boioiigh 
Bat  lis 

Private 

Baths 

No.  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Agar-Agar  in 
2 days  at  37®C  per  c. c. 

470 

7-36 

No.  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Rebi pel- Agar 
in  2 days  at  37®C  per 
c.  c 

38 

52 

No.  of  colonies  capable  of 
growth  on  Agar-Agar  in 
4 days  at  20?C  per  c.c. 

3,780 

6,480 

B.Coli 


More  than  240  colonies  per  c.e. 


Remarks 


The  bacteriological  results  .show  the 
presence  of  too  many  bacilli  of  the 
coli  group,  and  suggest  that  a higher 
degree  of  clilorination  is  required. 


23 


10.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  tlio  yoar  under  review,  six  cases  of  bug  infested  houses 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Healtli  Department,  including 
four  cases  from  privately  owned  houses  and  two  from  Council  houses. 
These  were  dealt  with  by  the  occupiers  concerned  by  using  sulphur 
candles  and  a liquid  vermicide  issued  to  them  by  the  Department.  In 
each  case  the  tenants  of  infected  houses  are  instructed  in  the  use  of  the 
various  forms  of  vermicide,  and  the  work  of  supervision  is  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

11.  Schools. 

There  are  six  elementary  schools  in  tlu‘  Borough,  and  separate 
centres  are  pro\ided  for  the  teaching  of  dmnestic  science  and  manual 
instruetion,  all  of  which  are  connected  to  the  water  carriage  system  of 
drainage  and  obtain  water  from  the  public  supply.  The  schools  are 
maintained  in  a good  sanitary  condition  and  all  sanitary  defects  are 
dealt  with  as  they  arise. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  Infants  Departments  of  two 
schools  during  the  months  of  April  and  May  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
measles. 


\ 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

1.  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions. 

Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  housing  conditions  in  the 
Borough  is  good,  and  for  the  most  part  the  dwellings  are  constructed 
of  brick  with  slated  roofs,  and  are,  with  the  exception  of  those  situated 
on  the  extreme  outskirts  of  the  town,  provided  with  the  present-day 
amenities,  e.g.,  water  closets,  sinks,  food  stores,  etc. 

There  is  still,  however,  a great  demand  for  additional  houses, 
particularly  those  of  a type  suitable  for  working-class  families,  and 
although,  at  the  time  of  drafting  this  report,  the  Council  are  proceeding 
with  the  erection  of  134  houses  on  the  King’s  Road  and  Middleton  Road 
Estates,  these  will  be  almost  absorbed  by  the  rehousing  of  overcrowdc>d 
liouses  and  families  now  living  in  unfit  houses.  It  does  not  appear, 
therefoi’e,  that  these  houses  will  meeo  the  general  housing  requirements, 
as  many  families  (members  of  which  have  obtained  employment  in  a 
factory  in  the  town)  are  either  residing  in  i-ooms  or  are  living  in  the 
villages  outside  the  town,  and  who  would  prefer  housing  accommodation 
closer  to  their  work. 

In  addition  to  the  building  programme  of  the  Council,  plans  have 
been  submitted  for  the  erection  of  a number  of  houses  by  private 
enterprise. 

2.  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

The  position  at  the  31st  December,  1937,  in  respect  to  the  progress 
made  in  dealing  with  individual  unfit  houses  is  as  follows; — 


! Number 

Pcr.sons 

Displaced 

(1)  Dwelling-house  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  have 
been  made 

^r, 

^2)  Dwell ing-hou.se.s  demolished 
(a)  As  a result  of  the  service 
of  Demolition  Orders 

50 

157 

(b)  As  a result  of  informal 
action  ...  

3 

2 

(c)  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
an  Undertaking  had  been 
given  by  the  Owners  but  sub 
sequently  demolished 

6 

16 

(3)  Insanitary  houses  closed  but  not 
demolished  on  an  Undertaking 
(which  has  not  been  cancelled) 

18 

75 

(4)  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  have  been 
made  but  not  demolished 

5 

27 

25 


Number  of  Dwelling-liousesi  whicli  have  been  rendered  fit ; — 


(a)  As  a result  of  Formal  Procedure  56 

(b)  As  a result  of  Informal  Procedure  366 — 422 


At  the  31st  December.  1937,  tliere  remained  28  dwelling  houses 
to  be  dealt  with  to  complete  the  Five  Years’  Programme.  These  houses 
will,  no  doubt,  be  dealt  with  during  1938,  and  the  families  residing  in 
them  will  be  rehoused  in  the  new  houses  on  the  King’s  Road  and 
Middleton  Road  Estates.  (Particulars  of  the  numbers  in  families  and 
the  type  of  house  required  for  each,  were  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1936.) 

3.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding. 

The  Overcrowding  Survey  of  1936,  revealed  tliat  there  were  66 
cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  particulars  of  wliicli  were  given 
in  the  Report  on  Overcrowding  included  at  the  back  of  the  Report  of 
the  Me<lical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1935.  These  cases  will  h<‘ 
rehoused  in  1938  in  the  Council  houses  now  in  course  of  erection. 

Further  cases  have  been  met  with,  mainly  due  to  the  increase  in 
the  ages  of  children  since  the  Survey,  and  these  will  prohahly  be  dealt 
with  in  the  same  manner. 

Unfortunately,  during  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
Survey,  there  has  been  an  indtix  of  families  into  the  town,  maiidy  due 
to  the  employment  of  additional  workmen  at  the  Northern  Aluminium 
Works,  and  it  is  therefore  unlikely  that  the  figures  obtained  at  the 
beginning  of  1936  present  a true  statement  of  the  housing  conditions 
in  the  Borough  in  regard  to  overcrowding. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  1937. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  472 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  jnirpose  587 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (1) 

ahovet  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations.  1925  92 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  156 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  28 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  175 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  170 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a;  PnocEEDiNGs  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(i)  By  Owners  4 

Oi)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  Owners  — 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(’2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices;  — 

(i)  By  Owners  1 

(ii)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  Owners  — 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  21 

(d)  Proceedings  tender  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  55 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  55 
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(iii)  Numbor  of  persons  dwelling  therein  4/5S 

(b)  Number  of  iieAv  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  18 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  “i*!? 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  126 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dw'elling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  L.A.  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  — 


*Cases  of  overcrowding  voluntarily  relieved  by  reason  of  a reduction  in 
the  number  of  occupants  of  houses. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Proditction  axd  Disthtiivtiox  of  Mit.k. 

Tlie  particulars  of  the  numbers  of  purveyors  and  producers  of  milk, 
together  with  the  i)rcmises  registered  in  connection  with  such  trades,  are 
given  in  the  following  Table: — 


I’reiiiise.s  registered 

Milk  I’loiiuceis  k Piii  veyors 

Ximiber  of 
Persons 

Cowsheds 

Dairies 

M ilk.shops 

Wholesale  I'uiveyois 

] 

■ 

1 

— 

Wliolesaie  Purveyors  and 
Producers  ... 

8 

13 

8 

— 

Retail  Purveyors  and 
Producers  ... 

7 

10 

7 

2 

Retail  Purveyors  ... 

22 

— 

6 . 

11 

Totals  ... 

38 

23 

22 

13 

For  the  most  part  the  milk  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  in  bottles, 
and  J am  iheased  to  note  that  one  retail  purveyor  in  the  town  delivers 
milk  in  cartons,  a procedure  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  far  superior  than 
that  of  delivery  in  bottles,  having  in  view  the  uses  to  wliich  bottles  are 
subjected.  Only  a very  small  minority  of  traders  deliver  milk  loosely 
from  cburns  or  cans. 

(b)  S.AMIMNG  OF  MtLK. 

l>uring  tbe  year  1937,  twelve  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst.  All  sani))les  were  found  to  be  genuine 
and  particulars  of  the  results  are  given  in  the  Peport  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

(c)  AIii.k  (Si’Kci-Ai.  Desigx.atioxs)  Ouobr.  1936 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  at  the  31st  December,  1937,  under 
tbe  provisions  of  tbe  above  Order,  is  set  out  in  the  following  Tabic, 
together  with  the  name  of  the  licensing  authority. 
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2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(1)  IxsrECTiON  OF  Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  nine  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough, 
ineluding  five  registered  slaughterhouses  and  four  slaughterhouses  whicli 
are  licensed  annually.  Slaughtering  is  carried  on  daily  and  it  is  there- 
fore A'ery  difficult  to  properly  inspect  meat  under  these  conditions.  The 
butchers  and  assistants  work  very  amicably  with  your  Inspectors,  readily 
accepting  the  decisions  as  to  the  surrender  of  meat  which  is  unfit  lor 
human  consumption  by  reason  of  diseases  and  other  conditions. 


Tn  addition  to  the  inspection  of  meat  iTi  slatighterhouses.  large 
Ciuantities  of  meat  and  offal  from  animals  which  are  slaughtereil  outside 
the  town  and  imjiorted  meat  are  inspected  in  the  retail  shops  and  on 
market  stalls. 


Where  possible,  ante-mortem  inspections  are  carried  out  before 
slaughter,  and  as  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Inspector 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  the  animals  for  slaughter  are  in- 
spected in  the  market  by  him  Avith  the  Veterinary  Inspector  before 
removal  to  the  slaughterhouses. 


The  majority  of  the  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  for  human 
food  are  purcliased  from  the  local  cattle  market  and  are  graded,  with 
the  result  that  oidy  ])rime  meat  is  offered  for  sale  in  the  shoi>s.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  no  cows  Avere  slaughtered  for  human  food 
during  the  year. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year, 
the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  tbe  condemnations  of  entire 
carcases  and  ]>arts  of  carcases  and  organs,  are  given  in  the  under- 
mentioned Table 
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Cattle 

(excl'ding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

778 

— 

148 

4,896 

3,511 

Number  inspected  

720 

— 

106 

3,956 

3,348 

All  Diseases  except  Tijbeiicu 

LO.SIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

1 

— 

— 

O 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  ]>art 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

__ 

— 

11 



I’ercentage  of  tlie  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
(other  than  luberculosis)  ... 

0 55 

— 

0 oil 

— 

Tubeuculosis  only 

1 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  witli  luber- 
culosis 

1.66 

— 

— 

— 

0.18 

Condemnation  of  Other  Articdes  of  Food. 


Quantity 

De.scliption 

Diseases,  etc. 

Stones 

Pish 

4 

Mussels  

rnsound 

2J 

Whelks  

2 

Winkles  

.. 

1 

Cockles  

H 

X 

2 

Shrimps  

u 

Praw'ns  
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(2)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

(a)  Licensing  of  Slaughtekjien. 

Licences  iu  i'orco  at  the  1st  Jauuary,  1937  54 

Licences  renewed  during  1937  1 

55 

Licences  expired  and  not  renewed  15 

Licences  iu  force  at  the  31st  December,  1937  40 

(b)  Stunning  of  Animals. 

The  Cash  Captive  Bolt  pistol  is  used  in  all  slaughterhouses  with 
the  exception  of  one,  in  which  an  electrically  operated  stunner  was 
recently  installed. 


3.  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  number  of  samples  of  food  (other  than  milk)  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  was  48,  the 
results  of  the  analysis  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  Beport  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 

1.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1937. 


Disease. 

Total  ' 

Cases 

Notified 

Adinilted  t 

ID. 

Hospital 

0 Ho.spital 
Others 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox  







Scarlet  Fever  

15 

13 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

Knteric  Fever 

5 

5 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  



— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

IK 

] 

8 

3 

Oplithalmia  Neonatorum  

'> 

— 

- 

— 

Totals  

"“41 

19 

9 

3 

Ages  at  which  Notified. 

Under  one  year  


1 —  2 years  1 

2 —  3 years  — 

3 —  4 years  — 

4 —  o years  — 

o — 10  years  7 

10 — lo  years  4 

15 — 20  y('ars  2 

20 — 35  years  13 

35 — 45  years  2 

45—65  years  8 


65  years  and  over 


Total 


41 
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2.  Rates  per  1,000  total  population  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Erysipelas.  Years  1919 — 1937. 


Scarlet 

F ever 

Diphtheria 

Plrysipelas 

Year 

No.  of 

No.  of  j 

No.  of 

Cases 

Rate 

Cases  j 

Rate 

Cases 

Rate 

1919  

4 

0.29 

1 1 

0.07 

3 

0.21 

1920  

17 

1.26 

3 1 

0.21 

4 

0.29 

1921  

33 

2.46 



8 

0.59 

1922  

59 

4.36 

1 i 

0.07 

3 

0.22 

1923  •. 

15 

1.10 

- i- 

0.14 

6 

0.44 

1924  

16 

1.16 

3 i 

0.21 

10 

0.72 

1925  

21 

1.52 

6 j 

0.43 

8 

0.58 

1926  

2 

0.14 

2 1 

0.14 

8 

0.56 

1927  

26 

1.89 

8 1 

0.58 

4 

0.51 

1928  

9 

0.68 

1 

0.07 

6 

0.42 

1929  

31 

2.32 

5 1 

0.37 

O 

0.37 

1930  

37 

2.77 

4 1 

0.29 

4 

0.29 

1931  

20 

1.43 

10  1 

0.71 

3 

0.21 

1932  

41 

2.93 

2 j 

0.14 

6 

0.43 

1933  

11 

0.75 

3 j 

0.20 

10 

0.69 

1934  

26 

1.79 

3 I 

0.20 

9 

0.62 

1935  

11 

0.76 

19  1 

1..32 

3 

0.21 

1936  

12 

0.81 

4 1 

0.27 



1937  

15 

0.98 

5 1 

0.33 

— 

— 

Antitoxin  tor  diphtlieria  is  supplied  free  to  Medical  Practitioners 
for  use  in  cases  where  the  persons  infected  with  the  disease  cannot 
afford  the  cost. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  examination  of  throat 
swabs,  blood  for  widal  reactions  and  such  other  examinations  as 
may  be  necessary  at  the  laboratories  of  the  Cliemical  Research  Associa- 
tion, Watergate  House,  York  Buildings,  Adelphi,  London. 

3.  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations  of  1917. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the 
^fedical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  above  regulations. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

1.  Particulars  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  Deaths  from  the 
Disease  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  1937  are  given  in  the 
following  Table: — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmoiiary 

Periods 

M 

1 ^ 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 1 F 

0 

i — 

i 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 j,  — 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 



15  

1 

1 2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 - 

25  

5 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  

2 

1 1 

1 

— 

— 

- 1 1 

45  

1 

1 1 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

55  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i ~ 

65  & up 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 1 — 

Totals 

12 

1 5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

2 j 1 

Of  these  four  deaths  one  pulmonary  case  and  one  non-pulmonary 
case  were  not  previously  notified. 

The  Health  Visitors  attend  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  the  Horton 
Hospital  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursdays  of  each  month. 


No.  of  new  eases  (including  contacts)  ...  83 

No.  of  old  cases  178 


The  number  cases  admitted  to : — 

Cold  Ash,  Newbury  5 

Osier  Pavilion  19 

Horton  Hosijital  10 

Berks,  and  Bucks.  Sanatorium,  Peppard  3 
Brompton  Hospital,  London  1 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  cases  in  their 
own  homes  was  111. 
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The  Death  Rates  per  l.(XM)  total  population  from  Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary  and  Xon-Piilraoiiaryi  for  the  years  1919  to  1937  aro  given 
in  the  following  table,  and  whieli  may  prove  of  interest. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate 

1919  

8 

0.59 

6 

0.44 

1920  

16 

1.18 

2 

0.15 

1921  

14 

1.04 

6 

0.46 

1922  

s 

0.59 



1923  

17 

1.25 

2 

0.14 

1924  

12 

0.88 

4 

0.29 

1925  

15 

l.fM) 

2 

0.14 

1926  

■ 

0.50 

— 

— 

1927  

17 

1.24 

1 

0.07 

1928  

10 

0.76 

2 

0.15 

1929  

17 

1.26 

2 

0.14 

1930  

12 

0.89 

1 

0.07 

1931  

8 

0.57 

2 

0.09 

1932  

10 

0.72 

1 

0.07 

1933  

8 

0.55 

1 

0.06 

1934  

6 

0.41 

5 

0.34 

1935  

‘ 

0.48 

2 

0.14 

1936  

8 

0.54 

1937  

1 

0.06 

3 

0.02 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year,  1937. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Banbury. 

^t.WOI?  AND  GeM'LEMEX, 

I lia\-e  the  honour  of  submitting  to  von  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ended  tlie  31st  December,  1937,  in  compii.anee  with  Article 

19  of  liie  Sanitary  tlfficers  Order,  19:^6,  and  raragraph  'll  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Rcvgulalions,  1935,  for  submission 
together  with  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

'!  he  Outstanding  feature  of  tlie  year  was  the  delegation  of 
powers  under  the  Rats  and  Afica  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  by  the 
Oxfordshire  County  Council  to  the  Borough  Council,  and  the  duties 
under  the  Act  carried  out  by  my  Department  forms  the  subject  of  a 
special  section  of  this  Report. 

During  the  year,  1937,  9-1  coniplaints  were  received,  including 

20  written  and  74  verbal  complaints.  All  complaints  were  investigated 
and  promptly  dealt  with.  Of  this  number  22  were  referred  to  the 
Borougii  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  attention. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


During  the  year  under  review  a total  of  3,110  inspections  and 
were  made,  comprising  ; — 

I>welling-houses  inspected  re  Sanitary  matt(>rs 

Number  lof  (i-e-inspeotions  

Dwelling-houses  insj>ected  under  Housing  Act 

Number  of  re-inspections 

Dwelling-hcuses  inspected  re  Infectious  Diseases 
Dwelling-houses  visited  aiid  measured  under  Housing  Act,  193 

Common  Lodging  Houses  

Houses  let  in  lodgings  

Verminous  houses  

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

Factories,  "Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Bakehouses  

Cowsheds  

Offensive  'I’rades  

H('freshment  Houses  where  food  is  pi'epared 

Laundries  

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Shops  

Stables  

Piggeries  

Canal  Boats  

Slaughterhoiises  

Sanitary  Conveniences  

Theatres  and  Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

Smoko  observations 

Miscellaneous  


visits 

3S0 

51 

9-2 

6-1 

12 

122 

23 

■11 

6 

133 

19S 

31 

32 
55 
29 
17 

R 

410 

19 

94 

51 

936 

226 

29 

7 
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3,110 


HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Tn  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations,  92 
inspc'ctions  of  dwelling  hou.ses  were  made  during  the  year  1937. 

The  following  is  a suinmary  of  the  rents  paid  by  the  tenants  at 
the  time  of  inspc'ction  : — 

Rents.  Number. 

2/-  to  2/11  

3/-  to  3/11  

I - to  4'11  1 

o / - to  5/11  .5 

6/-  to  6/11  9 

7/-  to  7/11  n 

«/-  to  R/11  16 

9/-  to  9/11  ,<19 

]0/-  and  upwards  9 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED 

OUT. 

1. — Drainage. 

Cesspools  constructed  or  cleansed  

2 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid  

17 

Obstructed  drains  opened  and  cleansed  

2t 

Disconnecting  and  inspection  chambers  provided  ... 

4 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  



7 

Ventilating  Shafts  fixed  or  repaired  

12 

(Jlazed  stoneware  gullies  fixed  

y 

Number  of  tests  applied  to  drains  — 

(a)  By  smoke  

7 

(b)  By  chemicals  

46 

Houses  connected  to  the  public  sewer  

1 

2. — Water  Closets. 

New  closets  built  

2 

Dilapidated  closets  rebuilt  

1 

Dilapidated  closets  repaired 

17 

Closets  cleansed  

42 

Proper  venlilation  provided  to  closets  

23 

Boofs  of  closets  repaired  or  renewed ... 

21 

Floors  of  closets  repaired  or  relaid  

4 

Obstructed  closet  pans  cleared  

41 

New  washdown  pans  provided  

,30 

N(uv  flushing  cisterns  provided  to  closets  

47 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  and  put  in  order  

4 

New  seats  provided  to  closets  

45 

Flush  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  renewed  

52 

Water  sxipply  provided  to  closets  

22 

3. — Urinals. 

T’rinals  constructed 

1 

Frina’.s  repaired  or  cleansed  

32 

4. — Dwelling  Houses,  etc. 

Dweuuxg  Houses — 

Cleansed  ... 

57 

Repaired  

32 

Bendercd  impervious  to  damp  

22 

Boofs  repaired  

17 

Cliimneys  repaired  

.5 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  

72 

Vermin  eradicated  

6 

Provided  with  Sanitary  Dustbins  

71 

Wash  Houses — 

Cleansed  

If) 

Bepaired  

19 

New  wash-houses  built  



14 
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Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  

12 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 

31 

Coppers  repaired,  etc 

4 

Y.vnns  .\nd  Pass.^gbs — 

Yards  paved  or  paving  relaid  

46 

Yards  repaired  

72 

Yards  proirerly  drained  

33 

Passages  repaired  and  cleansed  

6 

Food  Stores — 

Constructedi  

Provided  with  proper  ventilation  

21 

Repaired  or  cleansed  

31 

Staircases — 

Cleansed  and  repaired  

68 

Propcrlj'  lighted  

n 

Stairs  repaired  

42 

Provided  with  handrails  

18 

Cellars — 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  

4 

Cleansed  and  repaired  

" 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  

4 

Rooms — 

Plaster  of  walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

137 

Cleansed  

152 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  

50 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renevved  

6 

5. — Sinks,  Waste  Pipes  and  Spoutings. 

New  glazed  stoneware  sinks  provided  and  iixed  1o 

Waste  pipes  provided  to  sinks  'J9 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  cleared P 

Water  supply  connected  over  sinks  14 

Rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  18 

Eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  n>paired  or  renewed  diouscs)  ...  44 


6.— Keeping  of  Animais  and  Offensive  Accummulations. 

Stables  paved  and  drained  4 

Stables  cleansed.  2 

Floors  of  cowsheds  relaid  or  repaired  2 

Cowsheds  cleansed  14 

Dairy  equipment  and  utensils  cleansed  1 

Nuisances  from  animals  improperly  kept,  .abated  22 

Keeping  of  swine  and  fowl  discontinued  1 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed  17 

Pigstyes,  paved,  channelled  and  drained  4 
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7. — Infectious  Diseases. 


Xumber  of  houses  disinfected  25 

Numijer  of  infected  looms  disinfected  36 

Number  of  articles  disinfected  by  steam — 


Mattresses 

154 

Beds  

6 

Pillows 

. ...  465 

Quilts  

26 

Blankets 

596 

Cushions  

9 

Clothing 

322 

Carpets  

19 

Sheets 

12 

Sundries  ... 

7 

Total 

. ...  1,616 

I'incliuling  875  articles  from  the  Hortoji  General  Hospital). 
Number  of  patients  removed  to  the  Tsolation  Hospital  
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8. — Limewashing  of  Premises. 

Slaughterhouses  limewashed  7 

Bakehouses  limewashed  4 

Common  Lodging  Houses  limewashed 1 

Olfcnsive  Trade  Premises  limewashed G 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  limewashed  27 


Miscellaneous. 

M ater  courses  cleansed  2 

Dangerous  buildings  demolished  or  rendered  safe  2 

Nuisances  caused  by  van  dwellers,  abated !) 

Nuisances  cause  by  smoke,  abated  ] I 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nmiibei  of 

Pipiuise.s 

Iiispectioiis 

Written 

Notice.s 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries)  

24 

3 

IVorksliops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

93 

4 

/ 

— 

'.Vorkplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ Premises)  

81 

7 



Totals  ... 

198 

14 

— 
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Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuiiibei'  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  ludse- 
ctitions  were 
instituted 

F omid 

llciiied'd 

Refei  red 
to  H.M. 
Iiisiiector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts ; — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

3 

3 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

4 

4 

- 

— 

Other  nuisances  

O 

U 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation ; — 
Insufficient  

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

•2 

•> 

— 

Total  . . . 

U 

14 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 
Samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937, 
and  results  of  analysis. 


1 

- ^ 

= e 

-fj 

H 0 

Informal 

Samples 

n £ 

c « 

Articles 

Genuine 

-*2 

Besults 

2 

2 

1 ^ 

Almonds,  Ground 

2 

1 

See  observations 

o 

5 



Butter  

0 

1 

See  observations 

2 

2 

1 

Candied  Peel  

2 

1 

See  observations 

4 

4 

I 

Cheese  

4 



See  observations 

3 

3 

Cocoa  

3 



See  observations 

1 

1 

Cream,  Tinned  ... 

1 

1 

See  observations 

1 

1 

1 

Custard  Powder  .. 

1 

1 

See  observations 

3 

3 

— 

Flour,  Self  Raising 

3 

j 

See  observations 

3 

3 

— 

Lard  

3 

— 

See  observations 

2 

2 

1 — 

Lentils  

2 

[ — 

Genuine 

5 

5 

1 — 

Margarine  

0 

1 ’ — 

See  observations 

12 

1 

1 5 

Milk  

12 

1 

See  observations 

3 

3 

1 

ililk,  Condensed  .. 

3 

1 — 

See  observations 

1 

1 

j 

Paste,  Salmon  and 

Shrimp  

1 

— 

See  observations 

2 

2 

1 

Pepper  

2 

— 

See  observations 

3 

3 

1 — 

Rice  

3 

_ 

See  observations 

1 

1 1 

1 — 

Sago  

1 

i — “ 

Genuine 

2 

1 2 

1 — 

Sausages  

2 

1 — 

See  observations 

1 

i 1 

i — 

Shrimps,  Tinned 

1 

Peelerl  

1 

1 ~ 

See  observations 

3 

i 3^ 

1 — 

Sugar,  Demerara.. 

— 

3 

See  observations 

1 

j 1 

I — 

Tapioca  

1 

1 — 

Genuine 

60 

1 55 

5 

Totals 

57 

1 3 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

Almonds,  Ground. 

'J'ho  bcmples  were  genuine,  free  from  starciiy  admixture  and  trom 
foreign  kernels,  and  contained  parts  as  under  : — 


Sample  No.  Moisture.  Almond  Oil. 

49  5.24%  54.90% 

57  5.23%  58.23% 


Butter, 

The  five  samples  of  butter  were  genuine  and  contained  the  per- 
centage of  water  of  14.8;  15.8;  14.7;  14.7;  and  15.0  respectively. 
(Butter  should  not  contain  more  than  16  per  cent,  of  water). 

Candied  Peel. 

The  samples  were  genuine  and  free  from  chemical  preservatives. 

Cheese. 

The  samples  were  of  genuine  whole-milk  cheese,  and  contained 


parts  .IS  under  : — 

Sample  No.  Water.  Fat.  Fat  on  Dry  Basis. 

9 29.32%  35.70%  50.50% 

13  29.68%  37.88%  53.90%  ■ 

35  32.74%  35.60%  52.90% 

54  29.64%  36.05  % 51.24% 

Cocoa. 

The  samples  were  genuine  and  free  from  arsenical  conta.ininatimi. 
One  sample  (No.  32)  contained  parts  as  under:  — 

AVater  7.72% 

Fat  17.36% 


and  was  considered  to  be  a good  sample. 

Cream,  Tinned. 

The  sample  was  genuine  and  complied  with  the  guarantee  in  fat. 
It  contained  parts  as  under:  — 


Water  70.31% 

Fat  23.15% 

Solids-not-Fat  6.54% 


Custard  Powder. 

This  sample  vvas  a product  of  maize,  coloured  and  flavoured,  and 
was  free  from  arsenical  contamination  and  from  prohibited  dyestuffs. 

Flour,  Self  Raising. 

These  were  samples  of  genuine  wheat  flour  and  free  from  alum, 
persulphates  and  snlphurous  acid.  They  also  contained  an  acid  phos- 
phate baking  powder  which  w.as  free  fi’om  arscincal  contamination. 

Lard. 

The  samples  were  free  from  rancidity  and  from  foreign  fats. 
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Margarine. 

"Jhe  samples  were  genuine,  ami  contained  parts  as  under:  — 


Sample  No.  ^\'ater  Butterfat. 

4 ..  14.3%  3 0%  (approx.) 

8 14.3%  2.0%  (approx.) 

30  14.6%  2.5%  (approx.) 

56  13.7%  2.4%  (approx.) 

52  14.7%  3.6%  (approx.) 


Margarine  mu.st  not  contain  more  tlian  16.0%  of  water  and  not 
more  than  10.0%  of  butterfat. 

Milk,  condensed  (Machine  Skimmed  Sweetened). 

The  samples  were  genuine  and  complied  with  the  Condensed  Milk 
llegnlations,  and  contained  the  ecpiivalent  of  1.84,  2.20  and  1.36  pints 
of  skimmed  milk  with  sugar  added.  The  samples  contained  i>arts  as 


under : — 

.Sample  No.  Added  Sugar.  Solid-not-Fat. 

23  44.60%  28.45% 

47  44.26%  28.33% 

60  46.29%  27.67% 


Paste,  Salmon  and  Shrimp. 

The  sample  tvas  genuine  and  was  free  from  chemical  preservatives 
and  from  arsenical  contamination  and  contaiiu'd  61.12%  of  water. 

Pepper. 

'Phese  samples  were  genuine  and  were  free  from  sandy  matters 
and  excess  of  husk. 

Rice. 

The  samples  were  free  from  facing  of  talc. 

Sausages  (Beef). 

The  samples  were  genuine  and  free  from  chemical  preservatives. 

Shrimps,  Tinned  Peeled. 

The  samjde  was  genuine  and  was  free  from  ehemical  preservatives. 

Sugar,  Demerara. 

The  samples  contained  salts  of  tin  (stannous  chloride)  to  the 
extent  of  0.44,  0.44  and  0..55  gi’ains  per  pound.  This  is  used  in  course 
of  manufacture,  and  in  the  oihnion  of  the  Public  Analyst,  a practice 
which  is  not  only  undesirable  but  one  that  should  not  be  allowed. 
However,  the  Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  Council  of  the  Society 
of  Public  Analysts  had  taken  this  matter  up  with  the  ilinistry  of 
Health,  and  that  he  did  not  advise  that  proceedings  be  instituted 
against  the  vendors  of  sugar  containing  amoniits  of  stannous  chloride 
below  1 grain  per  pound.  A suitable  warning,  however,  was  given  in 
each  case. 
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The  Composition  of  the  Samples  of  Milk  are  given  in  the  following 

Table:— 


Sample 

Number 

jSolids 
Fats  1 not 
j Fat 

Added 

Milk 

Wateij 

llemark.^. 

1 

Informal 

5.00 

8.80 

_ 1 

Appeal  to  Cow 

2 

Informal 

6.70 

8.98 

1 

Appeal  to  Cow 

n 

Formal 

3.45 

8.80 

1 

Genuine 

25  

Formal 

4.20 

8.70 

1 

Genuine 

26  

F ormal 

4.70 

8.95 

1 ■. 

Genuine 

27  

Formal 

4.50 

9.05 

1 

Genuine 

28  

Formal 

4.45 

9.40 

j 

Genuine 

41  

Informal 

4.60 

9.50 

1 

Genuine 

42  

Informal 

5.10 

9.45 

1 

Genuine 

43 

Informal 

3.65 

8.62 

1 

Genuine 

44  

Informal 

4.05 

9.00 



Geiniine 

46  

Informal 

3.90 

9.10 

— i — 

Genuine 

Prescribed 
Standard  ... 

— 

3.00 

8.50 

1 

— 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1929. 

Milk  and  Croani  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

Number  of  Samples 
examined  for  tlie 
presence  of  a 
Preservative. 

(b) 

Number  inwliicb  Preservatives 
was  reported  to  be  present  and 
Percentage  of  Preservative 
found  in  each  Sample. 

MILK 

12 

None 

CPEAM 

None 

None 
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MILK  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

I'liis  Order,  rvliich  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  day  ol'  June, 
1936,  ijrescribed  special  designations  which  may  he  used  in  relation  to 
milk  and  also  new  standards  to  l)e  observed  lor  graded  milks.  The 
sampling  of  these  graded  milks  (with  the  exception  of  Pasteurised 
.Mi  Ik)  is  carried  out  by  the  Officers  of  the  Oxfordshire  County  Council. 

During  the  year  1937,  two  'samples  of  pasteurised  milk  wee 
taken,  and  the  results  showed* Duft  they  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests, 
and  contained  1,890  and  16,330  bacteria  per  ml  respectively.  Pas- 
teurised milk  at  any  time  before  delivery  to  the  consumer  must  not 
contain  more  than  100,000  bacteria  per  ml. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts  and  Orders. 

During  the  year  1937,  visits  winv  made  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Merchandise  Acts  and  Orders  in  rc>gard  to  the  marking  of 
imported  foodstuffs.  Warnings  were  given  in  several  instances  to 
holders  of  stalls  in  the  town  market  for  fading  fo  mark  importccl 
tomatoes. 


CANAL  BOATS. 

Total  nnmhor  of  Doats  registered  to  31  /12/37  434 

Total  number  of  registrations  cancelled  418 

Actual  number  of  Boats  on  Register  at  31  / 12/37  16 

Number  of  Boats  registered  or  rC-registered  in  1937  None 

NuinlM>r  of  Boats  inspected  during  1937  .51 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  the  Regulations  49 

Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regidations  2 

Total  number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered  I.j4 

Number  occupying  the  Cabins:  — 

Adults.. — Males  46 

Females  47 

Children  : School  Age  17 

Fnder  School  Age  11  m 


Details  showing  numbers  infringing  in  respect  to:  — 
, P.xRTicn.AR.s  OF  Infringkmfxts. 


Number  of  Number  of 

Cases  met  Cases  Re- 

medied. 

1 Ventilation  ] 

1 Dilapidation  1 


2 


Totals 


2 


48 


Number  of  Printed  Forms  issued  2 

Number  of  Notices  attended  to  2 


Four  motor-propeiled  boats  were  met  with  during  the  year,  but 
no  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  met  with  on  Boats  during  tlie  year. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  RATS  AND  MICE 
(DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 


In  view  of  the  numerous  complaints  received  of  rat  infested 
premises  in  tlie  Borough,  the  Oxfoi'dsliire  County  Council  delegated  its 
powers  to  the  Borough  Council  tinder  the  Bats  and  IMice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919,  and  I was  directed  to  carry  out  the  duties  as  Rat  Officer 
and  empowered  to  engage  temporary  labour  as  re<iuired. 

The  campaign  was  introduced  on  the  1st  November,  1937,  to 
coincide  with  National  Rat  Week,  and  steps  were  taken  to  invito  the 
co-operation  of  the  general  public  to  take  concentrated  action  against 
rats  and  mice.  To  this  end  the  sum  of  one  penny  was  offered  for  each 
tail  from  a rat  killeil  in  the  Borough,  during  Rat  Week  The  response 
to  this  offer  did  not  come  up  to  expectations,  only  81  tails  lieing 
received.  Coloured  posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the  town  during 
the  weidi.  Arrangements  were  made  to  exhibit  at  the  local  cinemas, 
the  IMinistry’s  film  entitled  “Your  Fnemv  the  Rat”  during  the  week 
commencing  Monday,  the  22nd  Novemlier,  1937,  and  I would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the  kind 
co-operation  of  the  proprietors  of  the  cinemas  for  showing  the  film  free 
of  charge. 

It  v^as  found  necessary  to  engage  Mr.  W.  S.  Simson  as  Rat 
Catcher,  and  during  the  period  from  the  1,5th  October,  1937  to  the  31st 
December,  1937,  he  was  enuagod  on  the  work  of  baiting  sewers  and 
infested  premi.ses,  and  has  done  very  useful  work. 

The  following  figures  will  be  of  interest  to  the  nnunbers  of  the 
Council,  and  show  the  number  of  inspections  and  revisits  made  bv  the 
Rat  Catcher,  and  the  number  of  baits  laid,  etc. 

1.  Visits  to  Infested  Premises. 

First  Visits  57 

Re-visits  4]  9 
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2.  Baiting. 


Baits  laid 


Baits  taken 


Sewers  

Infested  Premises 


444 

817 


279 

648 


Totals 


1261 


927 


3.  Gassing. 

Cyanogas  was  used  for  gasshig  the  rat  runs  in  respect  of  24 
infested  premises,  and  in  very  few  instances  where  the  powder  was 
used  has  it  been  necessary  to  again  visit  tlie  premises. 

4.  Use  of  Ferrets  and  Dogs. 

Feriets,  in  conjunction  with  dogs  niid  wire  netting,  were  used 
on  six  occasions  during  the  period,  and  83  rats  killed. 

General  Observations. 

The  experience  gained  during  the  period  from  October  to  Decem- 
ber, 1937,  sliows  that  the  main  souvee  of  the  infestatioji  in  the 
Borough  appears  to  be  the  sewers,  especially  in  those  parts  of  the 
town  where  brick  culverts  exist. 

Although  the  actual  number  of  rats  caught  (33)  does  not  appear 
to  be  satisfactory,  I would  point  out  that,  if  it  can  be  assumed  that  a 
rat  was  killed’  for  each  bait  consumed,  a considerable  decrease  in  (lie 
number  of  rats  would  be  shown. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937  ON  THE 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 
AND  ORDERS  THEREUNDER. 


No  cases  of  anthrax  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  .vear  1937. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease. 

Although  no  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Borough,  during 
the  year  under  review,  widespread  outbreaks  in  the  south  and  south- 
eastern counties  of  England,  were  reported,  and  in  consequence  a large 
number  of  licences  authorising  the  movement  of  animals  from  Banbury 
Market  to  jiremises  ip  controlled  areas  wei’e  cxmntersigned:  by  me. 


Anthrax. 
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Importation  of  Animals. 

(a)  ] uisH  Cattle. 

During  the  year  1937,  2,654  Irish  Cattl«  were  licensed  to  premises 
in  tlie  Borough,  as  follows  ; — 

^i)  Licensed  by  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  tlie  jMinistry 
at  the  Landing  Places  to  the  Midland  Marts  Ltd. 

Saleyard  for  sale  2,625 

(ii)  Licensed  by  Inspectors  of  Local  Authorities  to 

Private  Premises  in  the  Borough  for  detention  29 

Total  2,654 

The  total  number  of  licences  received  from  all  sources  was  66, 
and  the  number  of  licenses  issued  by  my  Department  was  1 41,  anthoris- 
iug  the  movement  of  cattle  to  private  premises,  as  follows  : — 


(i)  To  Premises  in  the  Borough  686 

;ii)  To  Premises  outside  the  Borough  1,939  ...  2.62.'^ 


-Ml  cattle  moved  to  private  premises  in  the  Borough  for  detention 
were  kept  under  observation  during  the  period  of  six  days  as  prescribed 
by  the  Order. 

(b)  Canadian  Cattle. 

No  Canadian  Cattle  were  licensed  to  this  district  during  the 
year  1937. 

Movement  of  Swine. 

The  numljer  of  pigs  consigned  to  the  Midland  Jlarts  Ltd.,  Sale- 
yard  for  sale  during  tiie  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1937.  ivas 
22,107.  These  were  subsequently  ro-licensed  as  follows:  — 

(1)  Number  of  licences  issued:  — 

(a)  Licences  (Form  A)  Store  Pigs  1,083 

(b)  Licences  (Form  C)  Fat  Pigs  634  1,717 

(2)  Number  of  Pigs:  — 

■'a)  Store  Pigs  licensed  to  premises  in  the 

Borough  256 

(b)  Store  Pigs  licensed  to  premises  outside  the 

Borough  13,870  14,126 

(c)  Fat  Pigs  licensed  to  slaughterhouses  in 

the  Borough  231 

(d)  Fat  pigs  licensed  to  slaughtei’houses  out- 
side the  Borough  7,750  7,981 

Total  22,107 

Periodical  visits  arc  made  to  piggeries  in  the  town  to  ensure  that 
the  requirements  of  the  Order  are  Ciu-ried  out  in  respect  to  the  deten- 
tion of  store  pigs  from  markets  for  the  specified  period. 
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Swine  Fever. 

During  the  year  1937,  seven  suspected  cases  of  swine  fever  were 
reported  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Ifisheries,  and  only  one 
case  was  confirmed.  The  infected  pigs  in  the  confirmed  outbreak  were 
purchased  from  the  Cattle  Market,  and  upon  enquiries  being  made 
the  name  of  the  consignor  was  ascertained  and  subsequently  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  against  him  and  fines  imposed  for  offences  under 
the  Acts  and  Orders. 

Two  outbreaks  of  the  disease  were  reported  from  other  districts 
among  pigs  which  had  recently  been  exhibited  for  sale  in  the  Banbiiry 
Market,  and  all  contacts  Vv'ith  these  pigs  and  tliose  concerned  in  the 
outbreak  in  the  Borough  were  traced,  and  the  police  officers  of  the 
district  couc'erned  were  notified. 


Sheep  Scab. 

No  outbreaks  of  sheep  scab  occurred  in  tlie  Borough  during  tin* 
year,  but  a number  of  outbreaks  were  reported  from  otlier  districts 
among  slioep  which  had  been  recently  exposcal  for  sale  in  the  Banbury 
Market.  The  whereabouts  of  all  sheep  which  had  been  in  contact  with 
the  diseased  animals  were  traced  and  the  Inspectors  of  the  districts 
concerned  were  notified. 


Sheep  Dipping. 

The  number  of  declarations  of  doul)le-di|)ping  of  sheep  received 
during  the  year  1937  was  30,  and  the  number  of  sheep  dipped  locally 


was  as  follows  : — 

First  Dipping  1776 

Second  Dipping  1387 


During  the  year  a large  number  of  sheep  w^ere  brought  to  the 
Cattle  Market  from  other  districts  and  were  accompanied  by  double- 
dipping  certificates,  particulars  of  which  are  given  below : — 

1st  Diijping.  2nd  Dipping. 


Kent  Sheep  and  Lambs  

1571 

1571 

East  Sussex  Sheep  and  Lambs 

80 

80 

Totals  

1651 

1651 

The  double-dipping  of  local  sheep  was  supervised  by  my  Staff, 
thus  ensuring  that  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  arc  carried  out. 
In  a number  of  instances  the  Inspectors  of  districts  to  which  sheep  were 
removed  were  notified  by  post  and  certificates  of  double-dipping  given. 
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Transit  of  Animals — Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Vehicles. 

The  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  vehicles  used  for  the  convej'auce 
of  animals  to  the  Cattle  Market  was  again  carried  out  successfully 
during  the  year,  and  the  figures  compare  very  favourably  with  those  of 
previous  years.  The  number  of  vehicles  dealt  with  during  1937  was 
7,789,  as  against  6,910  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  879.  The 
average  weekly  number  for  1937  was  149.8,  an  increase  of  5.9  on  the 
figure  for  1936. 


Transit  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Order,  1931.  Legal  Proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  three  instances  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Order,  including  offences  for  not  providing  a cattle 
carrying  vehicle  with  a ramp  and  side  rails ; the  driver  of  a vehicle 
failing  to  use  siderails  whilst  unloading  cattle ; and  failing  to  kt'ep  a 
record  of  the  animals  carried  on  a vehicle.  In  two  cases  fines  weri' 
imposed  and  the  third  case  was  dismissed  under  the  Probation  of 
Offenders’  Act,  with  payment  of  costs. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

Your  Veterinary  Inspector  .and  T inspected  the  animals  in  tin' 
cattle  market  each  week,  and  all  animals,  which,  in  our  opinion,  are 
diseased  and  unfit  for  sale,  are  rejected.  These  unfit  animals  were 
either  returned  to  the  premises  from  which  they  originated,  or  removed 
to  knackers  j’ards  for  slaughter. 

Owing  to  tubercle  bacilli  having  been  found  in  milk  from  an  aged 
cow  owned  by  a cowkeeper  in  the  Borough,  the  animal  was  dealt  with 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Order.  The  post-mortem  revealed  that  the 
cow  was  suffering  from  advanced  tuberculosis,  and  therefore  one-tpiarter 
of  the  agreed  value  of  the  animal  was  paid  to  the  owner. 


Protection  of  Animals  Act,  1911. 

Your  Veterinary  Inspector,  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
I,  supported  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  in 
legal  proceedings  in  three  instances,  as  follows : — 

(1)  For  causing  unnecessary  suffering  to  a cow; 

(2)  For  failing  to  carry  ramps  and  siderails  on  a cattle  carrying 
vehicle;  and 

('3)  For  failing  to  separate  anim.als  in  a cattle  carrying  vehicle 
as  provided  by  the  Transit  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Order 
of  1931, 

and  fines  werejmposed  in  each  case. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  numher  of  animals  exhibited  for 
sale  in  the  market  during  the  year  1937,  in  comparison  with  the  munber 
exhibited  in  former  5mars  ; — 
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I have  tlie  honour  to  he,  ]\Ir.  Mayor  and  Clentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  G.  COBBETT, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Eat  Officer,  and 
Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act, 


June,  1083 


